Committee Name: Governmental Affairs

Co-Chair: Vacant
Co-Chair: Mark DeSantis, PA-C

Members of the Committee:

Amy Barrett, PA-C Christian Herbster, PAC Benjamin Reynolds, PA-C
Robert Emery, PA-C Ronald Mezick, PA-C Benjamin Carr, PA-C
Cory Seylor, PA-C Holly Jodon, PA-C Amy Barrett, PA-C
Jennifer Campbell, PA-C Kevin Hickman, PA-C Jamie Hammond, PA-C
Sara Lewis, PA-C Laura Delliquadri, PA-C Brian Nowlen, PA-C
Susan DeSantis, PA-C Geoffry Carlson, PA-C Amanda Bembic, PA-C
Marcy Hertzog, PA-C Hilary Snyder, PA-C Georgina Ferriero, PA-C
Cara Bennet, PA-C Ashley Kliewer, PA-C Jason Homer, PA-C
Amanda Lee, PA-C Josh Butler, PA-C Lane Bower, PA-C
Brooke Koch, PA-C Melissa Dunlop, PA-C

Jackie Borst, PA-C Maureen Barrett, PA-C
Bridgett Calhoun, PA-C Dan Watkins, PA-C
Suzanne Chase, PA-C Dane Doornbos, PA-C

Ex-officio members: President, Past President/President Elect & Board of Directors

Purpose of the Committee: To monitor all health-related legislation and regulatory agency rules
and to represent the interest of the PA profession to legislators, health agency authorities, and

other health professional organizations.

Goal of the Committee: To optimize the practice environment for physician assistants. Foster
relationships with key interest groups promoting the team-based approach to care.

Committee work toward Action Plan Goals since last BOD Meeting: Educating legislators on

the PA profession and garnering support for our legislation.




Medical & Osteopathic Regulations:

The allopathic regulation comments to implement Act 78 passed in late 2022 were published in
the PA Bulletin this past Spring. There were over 2000 letters submitted in support of the
changes. The regulations are on track to be finalized in the next month or two at the time of this
writing.

The Osteopathic regulations are in the process of being re-written with the help of our legal
counsel, Wesley Risch. We are trying to make the regulations mirror each other as much as
possible within the constraints of the two different Acts.

Hill Day 2024

Another successful Hill Day was held at the Capitol in Harrisburg in May. Over 35 practicing
PAs and Students attended the event which included face to face meeting in their offices and a
post reception to thank them for their support.

The main focus was on House leadership. Everyone was very receptive
As a reminder, we intend to introduce legislation to:

1. Eliminate Countersignature

2. Change supervision to collaboration

3. Eliminate Ratios

4. Change our title from Physician Assistant to Physician Associate.

Legislation Passed this Session:

SB 1255 (Farry) PAs in Telepsyche

Passed the Senate and Appropriations committee on 7/2/24. It unfortunately did not make the
deadline of passage in the House before July 11th. Therefore, alternative methods to allow PAs
to continue participating in telepsyche are being investigated until legislation can be re-
introduced in the 2025-2027 session.

HB 2200 (Burns) FBI approved language to implement the interstate compact for Pennsylvania
and has been signed by the Governor. The process will now move forward for physicians only,
then once completed, PAs and NPs. The process is expected to take 2-3 years for completion.

Senate Bill 739 Telemedicine sponsored by Senator VVogel passed and was signed by the
Governor. This was a huge victory for all medical providers who actively participate in
Telemedicine.



The Society and our lobbyists monitored a lot of legislation that could’ve impacted PA practice. Most of
those legislative efforts never made it out of committee for a vote. We will continue to monitor for re-
introduction of those legislative efforts in 2025.

PA Modernization Legislation: Anticipated legislation/Primary Goals 2023-2025:

1. Eliminate Countersignature

2. Change supervision to collaboration

3. Eliminate Ratios

4. Change our title from Physician Assistant to Physician Associate.

Legislation is planned for introduction in January/February 2025 with the start of the new 2 year
session.

Future plans to accomplish Action Plan Goals:

Complete process of Allopathic Regulations and then proceed with Osteopathic Regulations.
Plan for introduction of new legislation to continue to remove remaining barriers and improve
our practice environment.

Respectfully Submitted
Mark DeSantis, PAC



