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Section of 
Medical 
Practice Act 

Text of section Discussion of change 

18.122  
Definitions 

Health care facility—As defined in section 
103 of the Health Care Facilities Act (35 
P.S. § 448.103) 

Replaced “Medical Care Facility” with this definition of Health 
Care Facility 

18.122 
Definitions Prescription—  

     (i)   A written, ELECTRONIC, or oral 
order for a drug or device to be dispensed 
to or for an ultimate user.  

     (ii)   The term does not include an order 
for a drug which is dispensed for 
immediate administration to the ultimate 
user; for example, an order to dispense a 
drug to a patient for immediate 
administration in an office or (hospital) 
HEALTH CARE FACILITY is not a 
prescription.  

 

Added term “electronic” to cover prescribing through an EMR 
 
Changed “hospital” to “health care facility” to be more 
inclusive to include a skilled nursing facility, correctional 
facility or similar setting 
 
 

18.122 
Definitions 

Primary supervising physician—A medical 
doctor who is registered with the Board 
and designated in the written agreement 
as having primary responsibility for 

Removed phrase “directing and personally” per Act 79 
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(directing and personally) supervising the 
physician assistant. 

18.122 
Definitions (Satellite location—A location, other than 

the primary place at which the 
supervising physician provides medical 
services to patients, where a physician 
assistant provides medical services. ) 

Deleted the definition of satellite location – no longer 
relevant because entire section on satellite location has 
been removed 

18.122 
Definitions SCOPE OF PRACTICE – THE MEDICAL 

SERVICES WITHIN A PHYSICIAN 
ASSISTANT’S SKILLS, TRAINING AND 
EXPERIENCE THAT A PHYSICIAN 
ASSISTANT MAY PERFORM AS SET FORTH 
IN THE WRITTEN AGREEMENT. 

New definition added to outline phrase in new legislation. 
Changed scope of practice to reference the PA’s skills, 
training and experience versus being restricted to the 
supervising physician’s scope of practice. 

18.122  
Definitions Substitute supervising physician—A 

[supervising physician] MEDICAL 
DOCTOR who is [registered with the 
Board and] DESIGNATED IN THE WRITTEN 
AGREEMENT ON FILE WITH THE BOARD, 
OR MAINTAINED AT THE PRACTICE 
LOCATION, as assuming primary 
responsibility for a physician assistant 
when the primary supervising physician is 
[unavailable] UNABLE TO SUPERVISE. 

Revised definition for substitute supervising physician to 
state the list of substitutes can be kept at the practice level 
and well as clarifying that unavailable means unable to 
supervise. Unable to supervise has also been added to the 
definition list. 
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18.122 
Definitions Supervising physician- [Each physician 

who is identified in a written agreement as 
a physician who supervises a physician 
assistant] THE PRIMARY SUPERVISING 
PHYSICIAN AND EACH SUBSTITUTE 
SUPERVISING PHYSICIAN WHO 
SUPERVISES A PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT, 
WHO IS EITHER IDENTIFIED IN A WRITTEN 
AGREEMENT ON FILE WITH THE BOARD, 
OR MAINTAINED AT THE PRACTICE 
LOCATION WHERE THE PHYSICIAN 
ASSISTANT PRACTICES. 

Revised the definition of supervising physician to clarify each 
physician did not need to be named in a written agreement. 

18.122 
Definitions Supervision—  

     (i)   Oversight (and personal direction 
of, ) and responsibility for, the medical 
services rendered by a physician 
assistant. The constant physical 
presence of the supervising physician is 
not required so long as the supervising 
physician and the physician assistant are, 
or can be, easily in contact with each 
other (by radio, telephone, or other 
telecommunications device.)  

 

Remove phrase “and personal direction of” 
 
Clearly outlined that the constant physical presence of the 
supervising physician is not required. 
 
Deleted phrase “by radio, telephone, or other 
telecommunications device.” 
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18.122 
Definitions Supervision (continued) 

     (ii)   An appropriate degree of 
supervision includes:  

       (A)   (Active and continuing) Overview 
of the physician assistant’s activities (to 
determine that the physician’s directions 
are being implemented.) AS PROVIDED 
FOR IN THE WRITTEN AGREEMENT. 

       (B)   Immediate availability of the 
supervising physician to the physician 
assistant for necessary consultations.  

       (C)   (Personal and regular) REVIEW 
(within 10 days) by the supervising 
physician of the patient records upon 
which entries are made by the physician 
assistant AS OUTLINED IN THE WRITTEN 
AGREEMENT.  

 

Removed “Active and continuing”  
 
Removed phrase “to determine that the physician’s 
directions are being implemented.” 
 
Added “as provided for in the written agreement.” 
 
Removed phrase “Personal and regular” 
 
Removed phrase “within 10 days” 
 
Added phrase “AS OUTLINED IN THE WRITTEN AGREEMENT” 
 
 

18.122 
Definitions UNABLE TO SUPERVISE– WHEN THE 

PRIMARY SUPERVISING PHYSICIAN 
CANNOT SUPERVISE THE PHYSICIAN 
ASSISTANT DUE TO TEMPORARY 
ABSENCE, THE PRIMARY SUPERVISING 
PHYSICIAN IS WORKING AT ANOTHER 
LOCATION OR THE PHYSICIAN 
ASSISTANT IS PROVIDING SERVICES FOR 

New definition added to clarify what unable to supervise 
means 



16A-4495 Key Changes in Final Regulations Table 
Published as Final in Pennsylvania Bulletin July 5, 2025 

A SUBSTITUTE SUPERVISING PHYSICIAN 
WHO IS EITHER NAMED IN THE WRITTEN 
AGREEMENT ON FILE WITH THE BOARD 
OR MAINTAINED AT THE PRACTICE 
LOCATION. 

18.142 (a1) 
Written 
agreements 

 (1)  Identify and be signed by the 
physician assistant and (each physician 
the physician assistant will be assisting 
who will be acting as a) THE PRIMARY 
supervising physician. (At least one) THE 
PRIMARY supervising physician shall be a 
medical doctor. 

Removed phrase “each physician the physician assistant will 
be assisting who will be acting as” to clarify not all the 
substitutes needed to be identified or to sign the written 
agreement. 
 
Inserted “The primary” 
 
Deleted “at least one” and insert “The primary” 

18.142 (a2) 
Written 
agreements 

   (2)  Describe the (manner in which the 
physician assistant will be assisting each 
named physician. The description must 
list functions to be delegated to the 
physician assistant.) PHYSICIAN 
ASSISTANT’S SCOPE OF PRACTICE. 

Removed “manner in which the physician assistant will be 
assisting each named physician. The description must list 
functions to be delegated to the physician assistant” insert 
“physician assistant’s scope of practice” per Act. 
 
See new definition. 

18.142 (a3) 
Written 
agreements 

   (3)  Describe (the time, place and 
manner of supervision and direction each 
named physician will provide the 
physician assistant, including the 
frequency of personal contact with the 
physician assistant.) THE NATURE AND 
DEGREE OF SUPERVISION THE PRIMARY 
SUPERVISING PHYSICIAN WILL PROVIDE 
THE PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT. 

Removed “the time, place and manner of supervision and 
direction each named physician will provide the physician 
assistant, including the frequency of personal contact with 
the physician assistant.” Add THE NATURE AND DEGREE OF 
SUPERVISION THE PRIMARY SUPERVISING PHYSICIAN WILL 
PROVIDE THE PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT 
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18.142 (a4) 
Written 
agreements 

   (4)  (Designate one of the named 
physicians who shall be a medical doctor 
as the primary supervising physician.) BE 
PREPARED AND SUBMITTED BY THE 
PRIMARY SUPERVISING PHYSICIAN, THE 
PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT OR A DELEGATE 
OF THE PRIMARY SUPERVISING 
PHYSICIAN AND THE PHYSICIAN 
ASSISTANT. IT SHALL NOT BE A DEFENSE 
IN ANY ADMINISTRATIVE OR CIVIL 
ACTION THAT THE PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT 
ACTED OUTSIDE THE SCOPE OF THE 
BOARD-FILED DESCRIPTION OR THAT 
THE SUPERVISING PHYSICIAN UTILIZED 
THE PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT OUTSIDE THE 
SCOPE OF THE BOARD-FILED 
DESCRIPTION BECAUSE THE 
SUPERVISING PHYSICIAN OR PHYSICIAN 
ASSISTANT PERMITTED ANOTHER 
PERSON TO REPRESENT TO THE BOARD 
THAT THE DESCRIPTION HAD BEEN 
APPROVED BY THE SUPERVISING 
PHYSICIAN OR PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT 

Removed first sentence. Insert delegate language that was 
passed 2019. 

18.142 (a5) 
Written 
agreements 

Require that the supervising physician 
shall countersign the patient record 
(completed by the physician assistant 
within a reasonable amount of time. This 
time period may not exceed 10 days.) AS 

 
Removed phrase “completed by the physician assistant 
within a reasonable amount of time. This time period may not 
exceed 10 days.” Insert “as outlined in the written 
agreement” 
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OUTLINED IN THE WRITTEN AGREEMENT 
AND AS PROVIDED FOR AS FOLLOWS: 
(i)THE PRIMARY SUPERVISING 
PHYSICIAN SHALL DETERMINE 
COUNTERSIGNATURE REQUIREMENTS 
OF PATIENT RECORDS COMPLETED BY 
THE PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT IN A WRITTEN 
AGREEMENT, EXCEPT AS PROVIDED FOR 
IN SUBPARAGRAPH (II).  
(ii) THE PRIMARY SUPERVISING 
PHYSICIAN SHALL COUNTERSIGN 100% 
PATIENT RECORDS COMPLETED BY THE 
PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT WITHIN A 
REASONABLE TIME, WHICH MAY NOT 
EXCEED 10 DAYS, DURING THE 
FOLLOWING PERIODS: 

 (A) THE FIRST 12 MONTHS OF THE 
PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT’S PRACTICE 
POST-GRADUATION AND AFTER THE 
PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT HAS 
FULFILLED THE CRITERIA FOR 
LICENSURE SET FORTH IN SECTION 
36(C) OF THE ACT (63 P.S. § 
422.36(C)).  
(B) THE FIRST 12 MONTHS OF THE 
PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT’S PRACTICE IN 
A NEW SPECIALTY IN WHICH THE 
PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT IS 
PRACTICING. 

Listed new language from Act 79. 
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18.142 (a6) 
Written 
agreements 

Identify the (locations and) PRIMARY 
PRACTICE SETTING where the physician 
assistant will serve. 

Removed phrase “locations and” and insert “primary 
practice setting” 
 
Present application only requires one primary practice 
setting to be filed to be used to mail documents to licensee 

18.142 (a7) 
Written 
agreements 

NAME AT LEAST ONE SUBSTITUTE 
SUPERVISING PHYSICIAN IF THE 
PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT INTENDS TO 
PRACTICE IF THE PRIMARY SUPERVISING 
PHYSICIAN IS PERMANENTLY UNABLE TO 
SUPERVISE. 

Spelled out the need for one alternate to be listed in the 
written agreement. 

18.142 (b) 
Written 
agreements 

The written agreement shall be (approved 
by) FILED WITH the Board. (as satisfying 
the requirements in subsection (a) and as 
being consistent with relevant provisions 
of the act and regulations contained in 
this subchapter.) AND SHALL BE 
EFFECTIVE UPON SUBMISSION TO THE 
BOARD BY THE PRIMARY SUPERVISING 
PHYSICIAN, PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT OR A 
DELEGATE OF THE PRIMARY 
SUPERVISING PHYSICIAN AND 
PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT. 

Changed “approved by” to “filed with” 
 
Deleted phrase “as satisfying the requirements in subsection 
(a) and as being consistent with relevant provisions of the act 
and regulations contained in this subchapter.” 
 
Added clarification that the written agreement was effective 
upon submission and outlined who can complete the 
application to clarify it can also be a delegate. 

18.142 (c) 
Written 
agreements 

UPON REQUEST, a physician assistant or 
supervising physician shall provide 
(immediate) access to the written 
agreement (to anyone seeking) to confirm 
the scope of the physician assistant’s 
authority. 

Inserted “UPON REQUEST” 
 
Removed the word “immediate” and phrase “to anyone 
seeking” 
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18.143 (a3) 
Registration as 
a supervising 
physician 

(3) Includes with the registration, [a list, 
identifying by name and license number, 
the other physicians who are serving as 
supervising physicians,] THE NAME AND 
LICENSE NUMBER OF AT LEAST ONE 
OTHER PHYSICIAN WHO IS SERVING AS A 
SUBSTITUTE SUPERVISING PHYSICIAN of 
the designated physician assistant [under 
other written agreements]. THE 
PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT WILL REFRAIN 
FROM PRACTICING WHEN THE PRIMARY 
SUPERVISING IS PERMANENTLY UNABLE 
TO SUPERVISE UNLESS AT LEAST ONE 
SUBSTITUTE SUPERVISING PHYSICIAN IS 
NAMED IN THE WRITTEN AGREEMENT ON 
FILE WITH THE BOARD. 
 

Removed phrase “list, identifying by name and license 
number, the other physicians who are serving as supervising 
physicians” 
 
Inserted phrase “the name and license number of at least 
one other physician who is serving as a substitute 
supervising physician” 
 
The written agreement application only requires one 
alternate to be listed. Clarification statement was needed if 
no alternate is identified. 

18.143 (a3b) 
Registration as 
a supervising 
physician 

 If the supervising physician plans to 
utilize physician assistants in satellite 
locations, the supervising physician shall 
provide the Board with supplemental 
information as set forth in §  18.155 
(relating to satellite locations) and 
additional information requested by the 
Board directly relating to the satellite 
location. 

Deleted because entire section on satellite locations has 
been removed.  

18.143 (a3c)  The Board will keep a current list of 
registered PRIMARY supervising 
physicians. The list will include the 

Change the phrase “of residence, current business address” 
to “on file with the board” to be consistent 
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Registration as 
a supervising 
physician 

PRIMARY SUPERVISING physician’s 
name, the address ( of residence, current 
business address) ON FILE WITH THE 
BOARD , the date (of filing) THE WRITTEN 
AGREEMENT WAS FILED WITH THE 
BOARD, (satellite locations if applicable,) 
the names of current physician assistants 
under the  PRIMARY SUPERVISING 
physician’s supervision and (the 
physicians) AT LEAST ONE PHYSICIAN 
willing to provide substitute supervision 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH  §18.154 
(RELATING TO SUBISTUTE SUPERVISING 
PHYSICIAN). 

Remove “satellite locations if applicable” 

18.144 (4) 
Responsibility 
of primary 
supervising 
physician 

 (  (4)  Review directly with the patient the 
progress of the patient’s care as needed 
based upon the patient’s medical 
condition and prognosis or as requested 
by the patient. ) 

 

Deleted 

18.144 (5) 
Responsibility 
of primary 
supervising 
physician 

(See each patient while hospitalized at 
least once). 

Deleted – frequency determined at facility or by the 
supervising physician  

18.144 (6) 
Responsibility 
of primary 

(6) (4) Provide access to the written 
agreement upon request and provide 
clarification of orders and prescriptions 

Removed phrase “by the physician assistant relayed to other 
health care practitioners.” to make more general 



16A-4495 Key Changes in Final Regulations Table 
Published as Final in Pennsylvania Bulletin July 5, 2025 

supervising 
physician 

(by the physician assistant relayed to 
other health care practitioners. ) 

 
18.144 (7) 
Responsibility 
of primary 
supervising 
physician 

[Accept full professional and legal 
responsibility for the performance of the 
physician assistant and the care and 
treatment of the patients.] MAINTAIN 
OVERSIGHT AND RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
THE MEDICAL SERVICES RENDERED BY 
PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT. 
 

 
 
Changed to “MAINTAIN OVERSIGHT AND RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR THE MEDICAL SERVICES RENDERED BY PHYSICIAN 
ASSISTANT.” 

18.144 (8) 
Responsibility 
of primary 
supervising 
physician 

MAINTAIN AT THE PRACTICE OR FACILITY 
LEVEL A CURRENT LIST OF ALL 
SUSTITUTE SUPERVISING PHYSICIANS 
WITH WHICH A PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT 
WILL WORK 

Added this statement – put in place in 2015 when only one 
substitute name was required on the application 

18.144 (9) 
Responsibility 
of primary 
supervising 
physician 

NOTIFY THE BOARD OF ANY CHANGE IN 
THE PRIMARY PRACTICE ADDRESS 
USING A WRITTEN AGREEMENT CHANGE 
FORM WITHIN 15 DAYS 

Spelled out so board is always aware of where the physician 
assistant is working and can mail any needed documents to 
them 

18.151 (a) 
Role of the 
physician 
assistant 

The physician assistant practices 
medicine with physician supervision. A 
physician assistant may perform those 
duties and responsibilities, including the 
ordering, prescribing, dispensing, and 
administration of drugs and medical 
devices, as well as the ordering, 
prescribing, and executing of diagnostic 

Changed phrase “as directed by the supervising physician” 
to “as provided the written agreement” 
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and therapeutic medical regimens, (as 
directed by the supervising physician.) AS 
PROVIDED IN THE WRITTEN AGREEMENT. 

18.151 (b) 
Role of the 
physician 
assistant 

The physician assistant may provide any 
medical service (as directed by the 
supervising physician) when the service is 
within the physician assistant’s SCOPE 
OF PRACTICE (forms a component of the 
physician’s scope of practice), is 
(included) IDENTIFIED in the written 
agreement (and is provided with the 
amount of supervision in keeping ) 
CONSISTENT with the accepted 
standards of medical practice. 

Remove statement “as directed by the supervising 
physician” 
 
Remove phrase “forms a component of the physician’s scope 
of practice,” change focus to PA’s scope of practice 
 
Change “included” to “identified” 
 
Delete phrase “and is provided with the amount of supervision 
in keeping” and add “consistent” 
 

18.151 (c) 
Role of the 
physician 
assistant 

  The physician assistant may pronounce 
death, [but not] DETERMINE the cause of 
death, and may authenticate with the 
physician assistant’s signature any form 
related to pronouncing AND 
DETERMINING THE CAUSE OF death.(If 
the attending physician is not available,) 
EITHER THE SUPERVISING PHYSICIAN OR 
the physician assistant shall notify the 
county coroner. The coroner has the 
authority to release the body of the 
deceased to the funeral director 

Removed “but not” and insert “determine”– this was 
changed legislatively in the past 
 
Clarified completion of the death certificate and release of 
the body of the deceased. 

18.152 (a2) 
Prohibitions 

[Prescribe or dispense drugs except as 
described in the written agreement.] 

Removed this section 
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18.152 (a3) 
Prohibitions 

 Maintain or manage a satellite location 
under §  18.155 (relating to satellite 
locations) unless the maintenance or 
management is registered with the Board. 

Removed this section  

18.152 (a4) 
Prohibitions 

Independently practice (or bill patients for 
services provided.) 

Removed “or bill patients for services provided” – Medicare 
will allow independently billing as of January 2022. 

18.152 (a5) 
Prohibitions 

Independently delegate a task specifically 
assigned to (him) THE PHYSICIAN 
ASSISTANT by the supervising physician 
to another health care provider. 

Changed “him” to “the physician assistant” 

18.152 (a6) 
Prohibitions 

 (List his name independently in a 
telephone directory or other directory for 
public use in a manner which indicates 
that he functions as an independent 
practitioner.) INTENTIONALLY ADVERTISE 
AS AN INDEPENDENT PRACTITIONER OR 
HOLD ONESELF AS AN INDEPENDENT 
PRACTITIONER. 

 
Removed sentence “List his name independently in a 
telephone directory or other directory for public use in a 
manner which indicates that he functions as an independent 
practitioner.” Replaced with sentence: “Intentionally advertise 
as an independent practitioner or hold oneself as an 
independent practitioner” 

18.152 (8) 
Prohibitions 
 

  ( (8)  Perform a medical service without 
the supervision of a supervising 
physician. ) 

 

Removed - redundant 

18.152 (b2) 
Prohibitions 

(b) A supervising physician may not: 
 
(2)Have primary responsibility for more 
than (two) SIX physician assistants 
UNLESS THE BOARD APPROVES 

Ratio increased to six, but may apply for additional PAs to be 
supervised 
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SUPERVISION OF ADDITIONAL 
PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS. 

18.153 (b) 
Medical 
regimens 

( As provided for in the written agreement, 
the physician assistant shall report orally 
or in writing, to a supervising physician, 
within 36 hours, those medical regimens 
executed or relayed by the physician 
assistant while the supervising physician 
was not physically present, and the basis 
for each decision to execute or relay a 
medical regimen. ) 

Removed entire section.  

18.153 (c) 
Medical 
regimens 

The physician assistant shall record, date 
and authenticate the medical regimen on 
the patient’s chart at the time it is 
executed or relayed. When working in a 
(medical care) HEALTH CARE facility, a 
physician assistant may comply with the 
recordation requirement by directing the 
recipient of the order to record, date and 
authenticate that the recipient received 
the order, if this practice is consistent 
with the (medical care) HEALTH CARE 
facility’s written policies. The supervising 
physician shall countersign the patient 
record (within a reasonable time not to 
exceed 10 days, unless countersignature 
is required sooner by regulation, policy 
within the medical care facility or the 
requirements of a third-party payor ) AS 

Inserted “if applicable” and “as provided for in the written 
agreement” 
 
Removed phrase “within a reasonable time not to exceed 10 
days unless countersignature is required sooner by 
regulation, policy within the medical care facility or the 
requirements of a third-party payor” and replaced with “AS 
PROVIDED IN THE WRITTEN AGREEMENT OR AS REQUIRED 
UNDER  §18.142(a)(5)(ii)(relating to written agreements”. 
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PROVIDED FOR IN THE WRITTEN 
AGREEMENT OR  AS PROVIDED IN THE 
WRITTEN AGREEMENT OR AS REQUIRED 
UNDER  §18.142(a)(5)(ii)(relating to 
written agreements”. 

18.153 (d) 
Medical 
regimens 

 A physician assistant or PRIMARY 
supervising physician shall provide 
(immediate) access to the written 
agreement to anyone seeking to confirm 
the physician assistant’s authority to 
relay a medical regimen or administer a 
therapeutic or diagnostic measure. 

Added “PRIMARY” supervising physician and removed the 
word “immediate” 
 
 

18.154 (a) 
Substitute 
supervising 
physician 

If the primary supervising physician is 
[unavailable] PERMANENTLY UNABLE to 
supervise the physician assistant, the 
primary supervising physician may not 
delegate patient care to the physician 
assistant unless [appropriate 
arrangements for substitute supervision 
are] AT LEAST ONE SUBSTITUTE 
SUPERVISING PHYSICIAN IS NAMED in 
the written agreement and [the substitute 
physician is registered as a supervising 
physician] ON FILE with the Board. A LIST 
OF ALL OTHER SUBSTITUTE 
SUPERVISING PHYSICIANS THAT THE 
PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT MAY SERVE MUST 
BE MAINTAINED AT THE PHYSICIAN 
ASSISTANT’S PRACTICE LOCATION. 

Clarified if primary supervising physician is permanently 
unable to supervise. 
 
Reinforced listing at least one substitute supervising 
physician in the written agreement.  A list of all other 
substitute supervising physicians can be kept at the practice 
level. 
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18.154 (c)  
Substitute 
supervising 
physician 

During the period of supervision by the 
substitute supervising physician, the 
substitute supervising physician retains 
[full professional and legal responsibility 
for the performance of] RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR THE MEDICAL SERVICES THAT the 
physician assistant [and the care and 
treatment of the patients treated by the 
physician assistant] RENDERS. 
 

Clarification of responsibility of the substitute supervising 
physician. 

18.154. (e) 
Substitute 
supervising 
physician 

IN THE EVENT OF THE PRIMARY 
SUPERVISING PHYSICIAN BECOMES 
PERMANENTLY UNABLE TO SUPERVISE, 
THE SUBSTITUTE SUPERVISING 
PHYSICIAN SHALL ASSUME PRIMARY 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE PHYSICIAN 
ASSISTANT UNTIL A NEW WRITTEN 
AGREEMENT CAN BE FILED FOR A TIME 
PERIOD NOT TO EXCEED 30 DAYS. 

New section - A temporary transition period needed if 
attending dies or losing their position. This would cover the 
PA if it takes a few days to get a new written agreement filed. 
The PA could continue to work. 

18.155 (a) 
Satellite 
Locations 

 (Registration of satellite location. A 
physician assistant may not provide 
medical services at a satellite location 
unless the supervising physician has filed 
a registration with the Board.) 

Entire section 18.155 regarding Satellite Locations was 
removed. 

18.155 (b1) 
Satellite 
Locations 

( Contents of statement. A separate 
statement shall be made for each 
satellite location. The statement must 
demonstrate that: 

Removed section 
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 The physician assistant will be utilized in 
an area of medical need.) 

18.155 (b2) 
Satellite 
Locations 

(There is adequate provision for direct 
communication between the physician 
assistant and the supervising physician 
and that the distance between the 
location where the physician provides 
services and the satellite location is not 
so great as to prohibit or impede 
appropriate support services.) 

Removed section 

18.155 (b3) 
Satellite 
Locations 

( The supervising physician shall review 
directly with the patient the progress 
o)  the patient’s care as needed based 
upon the patient’s medical condition and 
prognosis or as requested by the patient.) 

Removed section 

18.155 (b4) 
Satellite 
Locations 

(The supervising physician will visit the 
satellite location at least once every 10 
days and devote enough time onsite to 
provide supervision and personally review 
the records of selected patients seen by 
the physician assistant in this setting. The 
supervising physician shall notate those 
patient records as reviewed.) 

Removed section  

18.156 (6b)  
Monitoring PA 
utilization 

[Reports] INSPECTION REPORTS shall be 
submitted to the Board and become a 
permanent record under the supervising 
physician’s registration. Deficiencies 
reported will be reviewed by the Board 
and may provide a basis for [loss of the 

Clarified the type of report to be submitted. 
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privilege to maintain a satellite location 
and] disciplinary action against the 
physician assistant and the supervising 
physician. 

18.158 (a4) 
Prescribing 
and 
Dispensing… 

A physician assistant may only prescribe 
or dispense a drug for a patient who is 
under the care of the physician 
responsible for the supervision of the 
physician assistant and only in 
accordance with the (supervising 
physician’s instructions and) written 
agreement. 

Removed the phrase “supervising physician’s instructions 
and” 

18.158 (b) 
Prescribing 
and 
Dispensing… 

Prescriptions (blank). The requirements 
for prescription blanks AND ELECTRONIC 
PRESCRIPTIONS are as follows 

Expanded to include electronic prescriptions 

18.158 (b1) 
Prescribing 
and 
Dispensing… 

Prescriptions (blanks) must bear the 
license number of the physician assistant 
and the name of the physician assistant 
(in a printed format) at the heading of the 
PRESCRIPTION (blank).  The supervising 
physician must also be identified as required 
in § 16.91 (relating to identifying information 
on prescriptions and orders for equipment 
and service). 

 Clarified to include electronic prescriptions 

18.158 (d3) 
Prescribing 
and 
Dispensing… 

(The physician assistant shall report, 
orally or in writing, to the supervising 
physician within 36 hours, a drug 
prescribed or medication dispensed by 

Removed this section – no longer applies due to no onsite 
presence required 
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the physician assistant while the 
supervising physician was not physically 
present, and the basis for each decision 
to prescribe or dispense in accordance 
with the written agreement.) 

18.158 (d4) 
Prescribing 
and 
Dispensing… 

The supervising physician shall 
countersign the patient record (within 10 
days) AS PROVIDED FOR IN THE WRITTEN 
AGREEMENT. 

Modified in Act 79 

18.158 (d5) 
Prescribing 
and 
Dispensing… 

UPON REQUEST, The physician assistant 
and the PRIMARY supervising physician 
shall provide (immediate) access to the 
written agreement to anyone seeking to 
confirm the physician assistant’s 
authority to prescribe or dispense a drug. 
The written agreement must list the 
categories of drugs which the physician 
assistant is not permitted to prescribe. 

Inserted “upon request” 
 
Inserted “primary” 
 
Deleted “immediate” 
 
 

18.159 
Medical 
records 

The supervising physician shall timely 
review ( not to exceed 10 days) the 
medical records prepared by the 
physician assistant to ensure that the 
requirements of § 16.95 (relating to 
medical records) have been satisfied AS 
DESCRIBED IN THE WRITTEN 
AGREEMENT OR AS REQUIRED UNDER § 
18.142(a)(5)(ii) (RELATING TO WRITTEN 
AGREEMENTS) 

Removed “not to exceed 10 days” 
Added “as described in the written agreement” 
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18.161 (b) 
Health care 
facility 

(The physician assistant may not be 
responsible to more than three 
supervising physicians in a medical care 
facility.) 

Deleted - not practical for PAs covering multiple services 

18.161 (c) 
Health care 
facility 

(This subchapter does not require 
medical care facilities to employ 
physician assistants or to permit their 
utilization on their premises.) Physician 
assistants are permitted to provide 
medical services to the ( hospitalized) 
patients of their supervising physicians if 
the (medical) HEALTH care facility 
permits it. 

 
Removed the first sentence and the word “hospitalized”  

18.161 (e) 
Health care 
facility 

IN HEALTH CARE FACILITIES, THE 
ATTENDING PHYSICIAN OF RECORD FOR 
A PATIENT SHALL ACT AS THE PRIMARY 
SUPERVISING PHYSICIAN FOR THE 
PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT WHILE THE 
PATIENT IS UNDER THE CARE OF THE 
ATTENDING PHYSICIAN. 

New Language--attending of record language 
From July 20,2007 P.L. 316 No.47 – see Act 79 

18.162 (a) 
Emergency 
medical 
services 

A physician assistant may only provide 
medical service in an emergency medical 
care setting if the physician assistant has 
training in emergency medicine, 
(functions within the purview of the 
physician assistant’s) AND IS PROVIDED 
FOR IN THE written agreement (and is 
under the supervision of the supervising 
physician.) 

Noted needed to be provided for in the written agreement. 
 
Removed phrase “and is under the supervision of the 
supervising physician” – redundant language 
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18.171 (a2) 
Identification 

(The physician assistant may perform the 
service required as the agent of the 
physician and only as directed by the 
supervising physician.) 

Removed – not an agent of physician 
 
 

18.171 (a3c) 
Identification 

In the supervising physician’s office (and 
satellite locations), a notice plainly visible 
to patients shall be posted in a prominent 
place explaining that a ‘‘physician 
assistant’’ is authorized to assist a 
physician in the provision of medical care 
and services. The supervising physician 
shall display the registration to supervise 
in the office. The physician assistant’s 
license shall be prominently displayed at 
any location at which the physician 
assistant provides services. Duplicate 
licenses may be obtained from the Board 
if required. 

Removed phrase “and satellite locations” 

18.172 (a) – (b)  (a)  The physician assistant is required to 
notify the Board (, in writing,) of a change 
in or termination of employment or a 
change in mailing address within 15 days. 
Failure to notify the Board (, in writing,) of 
a change in mailing address may result in 
failure to receive pertinent material 
distributed by the Board. The physician 
assistant shall provide the Board with the 
new address of residence, address of 

Removed reference to being in writing now that change form 
is online. 
 
Clarified responsibility of primary supervising physician. 
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employment and name of registered 
supervising physician.  

 (b)  The PRIMARY supervising physician is 
required to notify the Board (, in writing,) 
of a change or termination of supervision 
of a physician assistant within 15 days.  

(c) Failure to notify the Board of changes 
in employment or a termination in the 
physician/physician assistant 
relationship is a basis for disciplinary 
action against the PRIMARY supervising 
physician’s license, the PRIMARY 
supervising physician’s registration and 
the physician assistant’s license. 


